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Internaticnal Consortinm
18 January 2011

REIMAGINING DEMOCRATIC SOCIETIES: A NEW ERA OJF
PERSONAIL AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY?

General outline and draft PpPrograini

Oslo, Jumne 27 — 29, Z0o11

International conference: organized by the Council of Europe; tha
US Steering Committee of the International Consor
Education, Civic Responsibility and Democra

Osilo and the

tiam for Higher

cy; the University of
European Wergeland Centre

Context: This conference is part of the cooperation between different partners comm itted
to promoting democracy, human rights and the rule of law as well as social cohesion
intercultural dialogu«=, and their belief in the key role of education in fur

The conference will also be a part of the events marking the 200th
University of Oslo.

and
chering these goais.
anniversary cof the

Aims and objectives:
- To strengthen the role of higher education in furthering democratic citizenship
- To identify concretely the role that higher education can play in reimagining democratic
societies
To stress the importance of the involvement of the different stakeholders: acadernic
administrations, students, local communities etc

To develop further strategies to strengthen this role

FParticipants: 100 — 150 higher education leaders and representatives of public authaorities

from the United States and Europe with some participants also from other parts o/ the
world as well as from NGOs. As the conference is also part of the 200th anniver sary
program, a separate quota of additional Norwegian participants is envisaged.

Languages: English and French with simultaneous interpretation

in the plenary sessions
and in one of the working groups; English only in the other working groujs.

% THE EUROPEAN
5% WERGELAND
CENTRE




Stipulated outcomes of the conference:

An increased commitment to the role of higher education in fostering democracy andl
social cohesion on behalf of public authorities as well as leaders of higher education
institutions;

Increased interest in the Consortium and broadening participation in it beyond BEur
and North Americ:a;
Possibly,

a research project focusing on the main areas covered by the conference:
A publication in the Council of Europe Higher Education Seri=s
presentations.

pe

based on tho

Venues: The opening session will bte held in the original University buildings downtown
(Gamle Festsal). The rest of the conference will be held in the main campus of the University
of Oslo, easily accessible by tram frorn the downtown area.

B . T o T I Tl e e S i Sl ol ol ol o

DRAFT PROGRAM

Monday, June 27

13.00 Registration »
Venue: University of Oslo, Gamle Festsal (down town)

14.30 Official opening session
Venue: University of Oslo, Gamle Festsal
Musical interlude
Opening addresses by:
Minister of Education or Higher Education and Research of Norway
Rector, University of Oslo
Representative of the Council of Europe
Representative of the US Steering Committee of the Interational
Consortium for Higher Education, Civic Responsibility and Democracy
Representative of the European Wergeland Centre
Mr Aksel Braanen Sterri, President of the Student Parliament, University of
Oslo
A reflection by a representative of Norwegian public authorities or the
University of Oslo on the topic of the conference in relation to the 200
anniversary
Musical interlude

17.00

Reception at Oslo City Hall



Tuesday, June 28

Venue for all sessions:

08.00

09.00

10.45

0 85 5 B

13.00
AfteTnoon

14.30-17.30

University of Oslo, Helga Engs hus (Blindern)

Registration

“Reimzgining democratic societies” different perspectives

Reimagining democratic societies: challenges and opportunities
-

Norwegian academic representative with a public profile (tbc)

Reimagining democratic societies: the response from US hijther education

- US higher education leader, Dr. Amy Gutmann, President of ‘he
University of Pennsylvania (tbc)

Reimagining democratic societies: a global higher education perspective

- Dr. Hilligje van’t Land, Director of Membership and Programmeo
Development, International Association of Universities

Coffee break

Reimagining democratic societies under challenging circuinstances: the role
of higher education
- Professor Srbijanka Turajli¢, former Deputy Minister for Higner

Education of Serbia and former Chair of the Alternative Acadeiric
Education Network

Reimagining democratic societies: a student perspective
- Presenter identified by European Students Union

Lunch

Working Groups: each participant will be asked to subscribe to one. TTha
groups will work for 3 hours, including 30 minutes coffee bireak

There will be 6 groups on three topics (two groups per topic):

L. What does a democratic University look like?

The focus here will be the issue of the internal govzrnance of Higgher
ducation Institutions. How is the campus a place of aclive

citizenship — and how can it be made one ifitis no already?

11. HHow do we esducate for democracy? Education
citizenship: the role of education.
The focus here is more on the pedagogical challenges, of whaot 5
going on in the classroom, but aliso how to train teachers for tihemn
ro be ready to play an active role in the promotion of democracy.
The session will also consider how the general life of the institurion
carn contribute to developing democratic attitudes, €.(7- 1
encouraging participation in various aspects o) institutional lijz
and by asking students to take responsibility for aspects of this.

for democratic




C v ﬁnwwm
.——'/ - 4
—

111, Higher educztion engagement with communities/society promalting
democratic culture.

The focus here is on the question of the it

eraction betwecrn ihe
higher education

institutions and the cormimunities, the Terceaxd
society. Which kinds of parcnership already exi'st? Which ones can
be evern more developed? How can students bDe encouragzed to

engage in portnership activities with the local communitics, «.a. by
being given some academic credit?

The main question: for the first part of the group will be:
- What are the emerging practices?

- What could be done to develop them?

For the second part:
- Who can be the actors of these changes?
- How?

wednesday, June 29

09 00 Panel debate on reimagining democratic societies: the role of Higher
Education.

The composition of the panel will reflect a variety of views, including
US academic leader

Community /NGO representative working in cooperation with Hizher
Education

European public authority
University of Oslo
A business perspective

Discussion

10 30 Coffee break

11 00 Panel debate/discussion continues

12 00 Report by the General Rapporte

Martina Vukasovié, University of Oslo and Center for Education Policy.
Belgrade

ur

12 45 Closing of the conference

International Consortium
Ccocuncil of Europe
University of Oslao and/or Norwegian authorities

1345 Enrd
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We very much look forward to your participation at this conference.

Yours sincerely

e
/‘/ S ,—__,.—:%,_.————”’_,,__-——

Sjur Bergan
Head, Department of Fligher Education and History Teaching




