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Food seed legumes constitute a major part in popular diet 
in Egypt. Their importance as sources of vegetable protein has 
increased in the light of rising prices and scarity  of animal 

proteins. 
Faba bean is one of the most important food legumes 

seed. The annual production of faba bean falls below the needs 
of consumption, the deficient was covered through importation 

reaches up to 20%. 
The cultivated area average of this crop is about 271,320 

feddans according to the agricultural statistics of 2000. The seed 
yield average is 8.4 ardabs per feddan. The importance of this 
crop in Egypt lies not only in its multiple uses in human 
consumption and animal feeding but also to its benefit role in the 

crop rotation. 
Faba bean is attacked by many pests such as leaf miner 

and aphids, which cause enormous losses in field . These pests 
are either vectors for diseases or as destroyers for seedlings 
foliage or fruiting buds or parts. Studying the population 
densities of the principal insect pests on faba bean crops 
throughout the whole period of plant life, aiming to know the 
degrees of infestations with these pests on faba bean throughout 
the different stages of plant growth and relationship between 
phosphorus and planting date and varieties. 

Moreover the stored seeds are also heavily attacked in 
storage by several bruchidins of family Bruchidae. The major 

pests  of this family are Bruchus rufimanus F. and 



Callosobruchus maculatus, the  larvae of Callosobruchus 
maculatus is the serious insect stage where they cause a great 
reduction in seed weight, germination potential and commercial 
value. Studies of crop resistance against insect pests are very 
important tool in insect control. 

Therefore, the present work was conducted to study the 
relation between of different sowing dates, phosphorous fertilizer 
levels, faba bean cultivars and the infestation with two insect 
pests (aphids and leaf miner) as well as that effect on quantity 
and quality of the yield. Also the infestation potential of C. 
maculatus was determined on different faba bean seed varieties 
and different pulse seeds in the laboratory. 
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