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1. INTRODUCTION 

Egypt area is about one million square kilometer, which is 

mainly a desert land with the exception of a small-cultivated area 

located mainly within the flood plains and the Delta of River Nile 

constituting about 5 % of Egypt area. 

The desert lands of Egypt have some arable land (cultivated 

areas) irrigated mainly by water pumped from wells. These areas 

include arable lands in a number of oases in the western desert. El-

Fayum region is a major arable land region, which lies within the 

western desert of Egypt. However, such lands are mainly irrigated 

by means of Nile water. Apart from El-Fayum, there are five major 

famous oases in the western desert of Egypt. They are Siwa, 

Bahariya, Farafra, Kharga and Dakhla (Fig. 1). Siwa is the most 

famous of these oases. It has some interesting, touristic attractions, 

which make it most special of all Egyptian oases with its ancient 

Amoun-God temple. It also has the largest natural flow springs of 

all oases. However, it suffers from a number of problems that 

adversely affect its development. 

The region of Siwa oasis is a depression, which is located 

450 km west to the Nile Valley and 95 km east of the Libyan 

border. It is about 80 km long and about 15 km wide; and is the 

farthest one from the Nile Valley; thus being rather isolated. It is 

under the administration of Matruh Governorate and is linked to the 

port of Mersa Matruh by a 300 - km road running from Siwa 

northwards to the Mediterranean Sea (Parsons, 1962; Zakaria, 

1972; Fanous, 1979; Abd-Alla, 1994; Abou-Deya, 1996 and El-

Morsy, 1998). 
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The temple of Amoun-God was built during the ancient time 

and was renamed the temple of Amoun Ra, (i.e., the God of Sun, 

considered by ancient Egyptians as the chief of all gods, Fanous, 

1979). 

The aim of the current investigation is to study some 

mineralogical aspects of soils of the regions of Siwa oasis, which 

have not been fully investigated. Such a study may throw some light 

on the physical and chemical characteristics of these soils, which 

will help in drawing the appropriate policy in cultivating these soils. 

 


